
Short-Term Memories
I am the Lord your God, who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery.

Exodus 20:1–2

“What have you done for me lately?” College football 
coaches speak of this when this Saturday rolls around and 
people have forgotten that their team won last Saturday. 

Exodus 20 begins with God reminding the Hebrew 
people of their miraculous redemption. Throughout 
their wanderings in the wilderness, God’s people were 
prone to forget all that God had done for them to bring 
them freedom. In this Lenten season, it is helpful to  
remember what God has done, even though we can’t 
offhand recall anything specific that happened yester-
day. The Ten Commandments that follow in Exodus 20 
are built on this proclamation from God and are there 
for us as we live our lives of gratitude and grace. 

The Christian life has gratitude as its foundation.  
Jesus’ prayers are peppered with gratitude. As we gather 
and fellowship with others, we express gratitude to them 
for their gifts over the years and, yes, quite possibly, “late-
ly.” Remember God’s work in your life over the years. 

q
God of all time, refresh our memories and heighten 
our gratitude. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

oBeyiNG wise words

exodus 20:1–17

Monday, March 1, 2021
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Honoring Our Parents
Honor your father and your mother.

Exodus 20:12a

She talked to her pastor about her elderly parents, who 
were making unreasonable demands on her. She felt 
guilty for not obeying them, even as she was trying her 
best to help them handle everyday matters. She said, “I 
know the Bible says to honor your father and mother, 
but I have trouble pleasing them. They call on me too 
often and express no gratitude whatsoever when I do 
help.” The pastor replied, “The Bible says to ‘honor’ 
your parents, not ‘obey’ your parents.” The woman’s 
face immediately showed signs of relief and peace.

Yes, obedience is important to parent-child relation-
ships, but “honor” goes much further and deeper. Hon-
or is lifelong. Even after her parents’ death, their honor 
lives on, as children and grandchildren are named for 
them, as treasured stories are told, and as their children 
wish for one moment to be able to talk with them and 
drink in their wisdom.

q
God of our fathers and mothers, thank you for their 
lives that paved the way for ours. Increase our grati-
tude for their devotion. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

oBeyiNG wise words

exodus 20:1–17

tueSday, March 2, 2021
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When Words Matter
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation  
  of my heart 
 be acceptable to you, 
 O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

Psalm 19:14

The legendary line about “sticks and stones” does not 
hold up in daily life, does it? All of us have been hurt 
by somebody else’s words, and, sadly, others have been 
hurt by our words. The advice to “think before speak-
ing” is sound, with the problem being we do not always 
adhere to that wisdom. How many of us have suffered 
with “foot-and-mouth disease” where we seem to follow 
the instructions to “open mouth, insert foot!” Oh, the 
regrets from things we have said! If we could only take 
back hurtful words spoken in anger or in haste or in spite.

The psalmist knew. He knew how important it is to 
put the two together: meditation and words. “As we 
think, so are we” is an age-old wise saying. The psalmist 
put this in a prayer, a prayer that preachers often quote 
as they stand to deliver a sermon but that all of us could 
benefit from praying every day. 

q
O God, teach us to weigh our words on the scale of 
kindness and love and human feelings. Amen.

Thomas D Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

oBeyiNG wise words

PsaLM 19 

WedneSday, March 3, 2021
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Delightful Laws
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
 rejoicing the heart.

Psalm 19:8a

I much prefer God’s grace over God’s law. So why do I 
feel so good every time I read Psalm 19:7–10? Is it the 
majestic poetry? Is it the joyful rhythm of the passages? 

These verses ring a positive note. They are “reviving” 
to the soul. They make “wise the simple.” They send 
one away “rejoicing.” They are “enlightening” to the 
eyes. They endure forever. How precious are they? More 
than gold, more than honey! They are “perfect,” “sure,” 
“right,” “clear,” and “pure.” Why do these verses lift us 
up while talking about the laws of God? 

The psalmist knew what we know: that we need 
boundaries, we need guidelines, we need limits, for our 
good, for our safety, for the good of humankind. Don’t 
be careless with your language. Don’t kill. Don’t steal. 
Don’t commit adultery. Don’t dishonor the Sabbath. 
Psalm 19 helps us to see the Ten Commandments in a 
brighter perspective, inviting us to see God’s law as the 
gift that it is.

q
Lord of the ages, your laws have protected people from 
one another and from themselves. Help us to exercise 
wisdom and fairness with today’s laws. Amen. 

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

oBeyiNG wise words

PsaLM 19

thurSday, March 4, 2021
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Gentle Jesus, Meek and Mild?
After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this.

John 2:22

I wish I knew more of what Jesus was teaching the day he 
stormed through the temple and threw the moneychang-
ers and sheep and cattle out. Since it is John’s Gospel, we 
can be sure that there is more to this story than meets the 
eye. One thing all of us can relate to is the last verse of 
this story: “After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.” How true! 

How often have we thought, “Now I get it! Now I 
understand what my parents or my teacher or my pastor 
said years ago.” It was once said that “happiness is not 
experienced; it is remembered.” So are wise sayings. We 
may not “get it” at the moment, but give us time, like a 
few months or years or decades! It was later, much later, 
after the crucifixion and resurrection, that the disciples 
looked back and remembered what Jesus had said about 
himself and the temple and those other matters. 

q
O God, thank you for the teachings of Jesus. We are 
still trying to understand them all. Continue to im-
press us with your Spirit and with the importance of 
his words. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee 

oBeyiNG wise words

JohN 2:13–22 

Friday, March 5, 2021
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The Invisible Commandment
You shall not covet.

Exodus 20:17

I have discovered a commandment that I can violate 
and nobody will know it! Yes, of course, God will know, 
but I’m talking about fellow human beings here. On all 
the other nine commandments, somebody else knows 
or can find out. But with the tenth commandment, I 
am home free! A friend once said, “I don’t covet. I want 
what my neighbor has, and I want my neighbor to have 
something better!” Well, that may be a way out, but 
still I am visibly without sin, in the eyes of others. I can 
covet all day and nobody will know.

But we are aware that the sin of covetousness some-
times is not satisfied to stay in isolation. It desires 
company. It wants to produce! Some of the other nine 
commandments are committed precisely because of 
covetousness gone awry, out of control. Covetousness is 
not happy unless it infects people and causes havoc out 
in the world. Instead, let us practice contentment in all 
things.

q
God of the ages, increase our gratitude for the way 
things are in our lives, for the things we see and expe-
rience every day, both good and bad. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

oBeyiNG wise words

exodus 20:1–17

Saturday, March 6, 2021
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God’s Steadfast Love
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 for his steadfast love endures forever.

Psalm 107:1

The words steadfast love in the first verse of Psalm 107 
appear again in verses 8, 15, 21, 31, and 43 of the same 
chapter, as well in Psalms 89 and 108. Here it is such a 
strong statement: steadfast love, enduring forever. What 
a foundation to stand on! What a faith to live by! No 
wonder we return often to this resounding statement of 
praise and reassurance! We preach it. We teach it. And 
what a blessing it is to live it.

Some of the psalms are very personal. Many of them 
are hymns and songs of praise. They do not come from 
poets hoping to be published some day. Instead, they 
arise from the personal experiences of their differ-
ent authors. When we read the different verses from 
the Psalms, we can be assured that the authors were 
writing out of personal, emotional, spiritual, and life- 
changing experiences. Reading the poetry of our hymns 
and highlighting the powerful testimonies from the 
Psalms give us daily encouragement and, yes, power to 
make it through these days, thanks to God’s steadfast love.

q
God, thank you for inspiring the psalmists. Inspire us 
with their words and your Spirit. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

LiviNG iN God’s GoodNess

PsaLM 107:1–3,17–22 

Sunday, March 7, 2021
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Grits and Grace
For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God.

Ephesians 2:8

A ministerial colleague from Alabama told me the sto-
ry of a reporter from the Northeast who was traveling 
through the South. One morning he stopped at a small-
town café on the town square. He ordered two eggs over 
easy, bacon, toast, hash browns, coffee, and orange juice. 
When the server brought the meal, it included exactly 
everything he had ordered plus some white stuff in a 
little bowl to the side. He inquired of the server: “What 
is that?” She replied, “Grits.” The reporter said, “I didn’t 
order that.” She said, “That’s all right. You don’t have 
to order it. It just comes.” My friend went further with 
that moment and said, “That’s the way it is with grace. 
You don’t have to order it. It just comes.”

God’s grace is immeasurable, undeserved, abounding. 
In these days of doubt and uncertainty and countless 
problems, we bask in the sunlight of God’s grace. 

q
God of grace and God of glory, thank you for your 
unmerited grace that extends to us beyond all reason 
and calculation. Amen. 

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

LiviNG iN God’s GoodNess

ePhesiaNs 2:1–10 

Monday, March 8, 2021
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Give Me Patience, Right Now!
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the 
Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 
people became impatient on the way.

Numbers 21:4

A year ago, our experience of the COVID-19 pandemic 
was just beginning. The longer stay-at-home orders were 
in place, the more impatient citizens became to get out, to 
get back to work and church, to mix and mingle in soci-
ety again. Tossing aside good sense and health guidelines, 
many people began to go out, notwithstanding the advice 
of health experts to stay at home and keep safe distances. 

Everybody I know believes patience is a very good 
thing, but when push comes to shove, one’s impatience 
too often comes forward and pushes patience to the side-
lines. In the book of Numbers is a story of the journey of 
the people of lsrael who, led by Moses, found themselves 
away from their familiar home, hungry, thirsty, unhappy, 
aggravated, irritated, grumpy, and impatient. We are glad 
that, when we are impatient with God, we are not pun-
ished like the people then were punished, with “poison-
ous serpents” (v. 6). The oft-said prayer that I love to pray 
won’t do, either: “Give me patience, Lord, right now!”

q
God of grace, teach us to practice patience, understand-
ing, and compassion, especially in hard times. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee 

LiviNG iN God’s GoodNess

NuMBers 21:4–9

tueSday, March 9, 2021
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Loving the Light
And this is the judgment, that the light has come 
into the world.

John 3:19a

Verses 19–21 of John 3 include the word light five times. 
Jesus is comparing light to darkness, saying that those 
who do evil prefer the shadows so that their deeds will 
not be exposed. The righteous have no need to fear the 
light and gladly step into the light of Christ.

A minister told of driving along a highway at night 
and remembering he had to make a call. This was in the 
time before cell phones, so he stopped and stepped into 
a phone booth at a gas station, quarters in hand. It was 
dark outside. Once inside the phone booth, he closed 
the door. The inside light came on. He likened this to 
prayer. You go into your quiet place to pray. You close 
the door. The light comes on as we enter the presence 
of Jesus, the Light of the World. These days we need a 
quiet place, a place where the light comes on, stamping 
out the shadows in our lives.

q
O God, your Son came as the Light of the World. 
Thank you for bringing strong, fresh light into our 
world. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee 

LiviNG iN God’s GoodNess

JohN 3:14–21

WedneSday, March 10, 2021
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Lenten Blues
Some were sick through their sinful ways, 
 and because of their iniquities endured affliction.

Psalm 107:17

The season of Lent offers many opportunities for self-
reflection and self-correction. The writer of Psalm 107 
obviously felt the pangs of hunger, thirst, gloom, misery, 
sin, distress, and affliction. As these matters are brought 
to mind, we can see the importance of the season and the 
value of making crucial decisions about our lives. What to 
give up? What to change? What to improve? As we reflect 
and try to correct, we know that our efforts are all built on 
the fact that we are sinners who are saved by grace.

A church where I was pastor, St. Matthew Church, 
had a men’s softball team one summer. They had their 
team name proudly emblazoned on their jerseys: “the St. 
Matthew Sinners,” which raised some discussion among 
the other churches. As we travel through Lent, we do so 
fully aware of our sin and fully aware that later in that 
psalm the writer said when they cried to the Lord, “he 
saved them from their distress . . . and delivered them 
from destruction” (vv. 19–20). 

q
O God, thank you for helping us acknowledge our 
sinful selves, and thank you for the healing that comes 
with your forgiveness. Amen. 

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

LiviNG iN God’s GoodNess

PsaLM 107:17–22 

thurSday, March 11, 2021
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Tell and Sing the Good News
And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices, 
 and tell of his deeds with songs of joy.

Psalm 107:22

After telling about the pain and anguish of sin and  
describing the distress and despair that our sin brings to 
us, the psalmist completes this segment of his work with 
the good news of God’s love, and he admonishes readers 
to give thanks enthusiastically to God. There are some joy-
ous matters that are better sung than said. Reflecting on 
art that goes beyond words, famed dancer Isadora Dun-
can told those wondering about the meaning of her per-
formance, “If I could tell you what it meant, there would 
be no point in dancing it.” The same goes for singing. Mel 
Tillis, a legendary country singer, stuttered when he talked, 
but when he sang, everything was clear and smooth.

What are our “songs of joy” in this season of the year? 
Praise? Thanksgiving? Devotion? Confession? Dedica-
tion? Faith? Commitment? What would our worship 
be without singing? Our hymns are more than specific 
musical numbers printed on a bulletin; they are our  
melodic expressions of faith and commitment and dedi-
cation and praise.

q
God of the ages, fill us with the music that resounds in 
this season as we join with others in worship. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

LiviNG iN God’s GoodNess

PsaLM 107:17–22

Friday, March 12, 2021
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Mercy in Abundance
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 
love with which he loved us even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive togeth-
er with Christ.

Ephesians 2:4–5a

There is nothing as embarrassing as having a check 
bounce and be stamped with this mark: “insufficient 
funds.” That experience will forever be engraved in 
one’s mind. You thought you had the funds to cover 
the check, but no, you did not. Your math was wrong. 
You were too eager to pay bills without making sure you 
had the money in the bank to cover them. To use that  
analogy, it is safe and accurate to say that God has a 
fund of mercy for us that will never be overdrawn. As 
the Scripture says, God is “rich in mercy.” 

We humans don’t always practice mercy naturally. In 
some states, high school basketball rules allow for “the 
mercy rule” to be invoked when a team is ahead by a 
great many points in the fourth quarter, so as not to 
prolong the agony of the losing team. The “mercy rule” 
is a good thing. God’s mercy is a good thing. It is a pre-
cious thing. Let us give thanks for God’s many mercies. 

q
O Lord, bless our efforts to celebrate your mercies that 
never end. Amen. 

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

LiviNG iN God’s GoodNess

ePhesiaNs 2:1–10

Saturday, March 13, 2021
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On Our Hearts
I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts.

Jeremiah 31:33b

Tattoos are a popular fashion statement. They were once 
limited to specific groups and subcultures, but today 
our culture has embraced inking. People choose tattoos 
that commemorate people, dates, ideas, or even hobbies 
and interests. We decorate our bodies sometimes boldly, 
sometimes discreetly. We write on our skin to commu-
nicate something of ourselves to the world.

God is interested in more. God writes not on our 
skin but on our hearts. Through the prophet Jeremiah, 
God declares a powerful message of hope. God promises 
that we will internalize God’s law, that God’s desires and  
intentions will be so much a part of us that our relation-
ship with God will shape not only our characters but 
our actions. We will be able to live as God’s people.

One of my friends has tattooed “Love one another” 
on her left arm; God’s law is a constant reminder to her. 
What God has written on her heart, she has written on 
her skin.

q
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord, and enable 
us to live as your faithful people. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

LiviNG as God’s PeoPLe

JereMiah 31:31–34

Sunday, March 14, 2021
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Forgotten
For I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 
their sin no more.

Jeremiah 31:34b

Savor this: God will remember our sin no more. The 
prophet Jeremiah declares these words to comfort a peo-
ple in exile, a people whose own faithlessness led to the 
loss of everything that mattered to them. Yet God com-
mits God’s self to forgiving and forgetting. The golden 
calf? Gone. Worshiping Baal? No longer part of the rela-
tionship. Ignoring the poor? That was then; this is now. 
Now God and God’s people will live together.

We rush over these precious words because they are 
hard to believe. We know how easy it is for us to hang 
onto past wrongs, not only those wrongs done against 
us but also the harm that we have done to others.  
Remembering can be a kind of weight holding us back. 
Not so for God. God chooses amnesia. God will not 
only forgive but forget. 

Forgiving restores relationships. Forgetting frees us for 
adventure. It is time for us to imitate God and choose 
amnesia, choose to forget so that we might walk into the 
future with buoyancy.

q
Gracious God, teach us to forgive and forget so that 
we might live as your people. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

LiviNG as God’s PeoPLe

JereMiah 31:31–34

Monday, March 15, 2021
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Turning
Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your steadfast love.

Psalm 51:1

We are not God. Repentance begins not with remorse 
or confession but when we recognize that we are not 
God. We are God’s beloved creatures. Thus, we can  
approach God with confidence, trusting in God’s mercy.

The word repentance means turning. The earliest bap-
tismal rites began with a series of renunciations of evil, 
following which the baptismal candidate would physi-
cally and literally turn to face the east and the rising sun. 
Looking into the sun, the candidate would profess their 
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

Repentance, then, means both a turning from and a 
turning to. When we repent, we turn away from sin and 
darkness, from self-serving attitudes and behavior, and 
turn toward the light, committing ourselves to a life lived 
in and with Jesus Christ, a life of purpose and service.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love, we can acknowledge 
the brokenness of our lives and of the society in which 
we live and recommit ourselves to Jesus Christ and the 
life to which he calls us.

q
Merciful God, keep us oriented toward the light of 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

LiviNG as God’s PeoPLe

PsaLM 51:1–12

tueSday, March 16, 2021
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Heart Surgery
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin.

Psalm 51:2

Hiking along a forest path in the early morning, you can 
easily get entangled in a spider’s web. One minute you are 
striding happily along, and the next you are wind-milling 
your arms and then carefully picking threads from your 
glasses, your fingers, and your clothes. How can some-
thing so hard to see have such a widespread effect? That’s 
cobwebs for you. They are woven to capture: not humans, 
admittedly, but insects. They are a sticky net.

That’s how the Scriptures describe sin, in particular the 
sin of King David against Bathsheba and Uriah. Tradition-
ally we associate Psalm 51 with that painful story of lust, 
adultery, deceit, and murder. It starts with a bath observed 
and ends in tragedy, with so many people caught in its web. 

The psalmist knows that sin is pervasive and needs 
more than forgiveness. He cries out for recreation, for a 
cleansing, a blotting out. He longs not for a bandage but 
for heart surgery. God’s great mercy will do this. God 
will take our broken hearts and give us life.

q
Great surgeon, heal your broken people through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

LiviNG as God’s PeoPLe

PsaLM 51:1–12

WedneSday March 17, 2021
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Relationships Restored
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Psalm 51:7

The depth of the psalmist’s cry reminds us that sin is 
not just bad behavior: it is a fundamental estrangement  
between humans and God that affects every aspect of 
our lives. We need God to restore us to a right rela-
tionship with God, with other humans, and with God’s 
creation.

Thus, it is interesting that the psalmist asks God to 
“purge me with hyssop.” Hyssop is an herb in the mint 
family with cleansing, medicinal, and flavoring proper-
ties. In Leviticus 14:6–7, it was used in the ceremonial 
cleansing of people with a skin disease. Once the person 
was cleansed, they were able to be reintegrated into the 
community. The psalmist’s reference to hyssop reminds 
us of the communal nature of both sin and restoration. 

In Psalm 51:8 the psalmist looks forward to the joy of 
forgiveness, a joy that is expressed in love that flows out 
toward service and stewardship. 

q
O Lord, may your mercy toward me be reflected in 
my relationships with other people and with your 
creation. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

LiviNG as God’s PeoPLe

PsaLM 51:1–12

thurSday, March 18, 2021
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We Want to See Jesus
Now among those who went up to worship at the 
festival were some Greeks.

John 12:20

Among the pilgrims entering Jerusalem, John tells us there 
were some Greeks. Who are they? They remain unidenti-
fied except for their request, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus” (v. 
21). Their request is passed along from Philip to Andrew 
to Jesus, and then Jesus starts to speak. He turns from the 
disciples, looks into the camera, and speaks to us.

On the minister side of the pulpit from which I 
preach, there is a small brass plaque that reads, “We 
want to see Jesus,” a weekly reminder that the people to 
whom I preach are not interested in my political views, 
my economic analysis, or my entertaining stories. They 
have come because they want to see Jesus—not to see 
Jesus physically but to know Jesus Christ through faith.

That’s what these Greeks want as well. They want to 
believe in Jesus Christ. 

It’s interesting, then, that these Greeks fade from the 
scene so quickly. Do they see Jesus? We are not told. The 
promise of the gospel, however, is that those who believe 
without seeing are blessed (John 20:29). Who are the 
Greeks? We are.

q
Holy God, we want to see Jesus. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

LiviNG as God’s PeoPLe

JohN 12:20–33

Friday, March 19, 2021
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Bearing Fruit
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit.

John 12:24

Membership has its benefits. Any club or group is quick 
to indicate the perks of belonging. Whether the ben-
efits are financial, social, or personal, we rely on these 
positives to sign up new members. When people ask, 
“What’s in it for me?” we want to give positive answers.

So, it’s somewhat of a shock to listen to Jesus as he 
approaches the cross. When he talks about dying, Jesus 
is not just talking about himself. Those who follow Jesus 
Christ must also take up their cross and die.

To follow Jesus Christ is to die to self, to let go of our 
own priorities and plans and to give ourselves to others 
for the sake of God. Jesus’ sacrifice is mirrored by our 
own self-sacrifice. We must let go of so much that our 
world assumes is valuable.

Is this easy? No. Is this rewarding? Oh yes! For great 
is the fruit of a life of service: joy, purpose, and content-
ment.

q
O Lord, help us to be fruit-bearing trees, faithful 
servants of our loving God. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

LiviNG as God’s PeoPLe

JohN 12:20–33

Saturday, March 20, 2021
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Thanksgiving That Transforms
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 his steadfast love endures forever!

Psalm 118:1

Steadfast love! O that we might remember God’s strong, 
compassionate, steadfast love! Five times the psalmist 
sings of God’s love, a love that endures forever. The psalm-
ist calls us to gather in worship to celebrate the wonder 
of a love that keeps us and changes us. Make no mistake: 
the life-giving, life-changing love of God transforms us.

So often our thank-yous are mere token expressions 
of good manners, and our celebrations degenerate into 
opportunities to congratulate ourselves on what we have 
accomplished. The psalmist, however, roots gratitude 
not in our achievements but in God’s saving activity and 
love. The psalm calls us to shift our attention from what 
we have done to what God has done.

What would happen if you spoke of the milestones 
of your life in terms of God’s activity, not your own? 
Would you see things differently if you said, “God gave 
me . . .” rather than “I earned . . .”? Surely the former 
sentence leads to generosity and ultimately to joy rather 
than striving and grasping.

q
O Lord, keep our eyes fixed on you and your steadfast 
love. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

our kiNG CoMes

PsaLM 118:1–2, 19–29

Sunday, March 21, 2021
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Thanksgiving and Hope
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Psalm 118:24

My mum often spoke this verse to me as I left for school. 
She didn’t say these words every day, but they were 
words she used to comfort and encourage me whenever 
I was nervous about the day ahead. Somehow, in my 
young mind, knowing God’s creative power in the past 
put the anxiety-inducing tests of the present in perspec-
tive. This is truer than I realized at the time.

The phrase “This is the day that the Lord has made” 
can also be translated “This is the day that the Lord 
acted,” which highlights not only how God acted in the 
past but how God continues to act in the present. For 
God freed God’s people from slavery in Egypt, returned 
exiles from Babylon, raised Jesus Christ from the dead, 
and continues to give life to ordinary people here and 
now.

Thus, to sing this psalm is to look back at God’s faith-
fulness in the past and also to look forward to God’s 
holy purposes experienced in our day. We sing both our 
thanksgiving and our hope.

q
Loving God, open our eyes to see your creative power 
this day. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

our kiNG CoMes

PsaLM 118:1–2, 19–29

Monday, March 22, 2021
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Looking Back, Looking Ahead
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
 O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!

Psalm 118:25

Psalm 118 is filled with thanksgiving for God’s gracious 
actions in the past. Once God’s people were slaves in 
Egypt, but God delivered them and gave them their 
own land, flowing with milk and honey. Once God’s 
people were exiled in Babylon, and God brought them 
home and reestablished them as people of the land. No 
wonder this psalm is so exuberant: it overflows with joy-
ful appreciation for all God has done.

Of course, God’s deliverance is not a one-time thing. 
God’s people look for God’s salvation today. God’s peo-
ple look forward to the blessing of God in the future.

This psalm was part of the Passover festival. It is likely 
that Jesus sang it after the Last Supper to remember the 
exodus and God’s saving of God’s people. This is more 
than a simple remembering, as if memory were enough. 
To sing Psalm 118 is to proclaim that God is not fin-
ished yet, that God continues to deliver, save, and give 
life. Each day we can say with confidence, “God is doing 
a new thing.”

q
Save us, God! Deliver us from all that holds us cap-
tive. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

our kiNG CoMes

PsaLM 118:1–2, 19–29

tueSday, March 23, 2021
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Street Theater
“Go into the village ahead of you, and immedi-
ately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it.”

Mark 11:2

While we imagine that the entry into Jerusalem was a 
spontaneous expression of joy, Jesus planned this event 
carefully, with no detail left to chance. Jesus enters  
Jerusalem as a prophet performing street theater. He is 
proclaiming God’s word through his body.

Jesus is standing in the tradition of Israel’s prophets. 
Think of Jeremiah, who warned the people that they were 
heading toward captivity and exile in his speeches. One day, 
he walked through the streets of Jerusalem wearing a yoke 
(Jer. 27). Ditto for Ezekiel and his cow dung fire (Ezek. 4) 
and Isaiah’s three naked years (Isa. 20). That’s performance 
art. Their actions proclaim God’s word.

That’s what Jesus is doing in Mark 11—street theater.  
Jesus is deliberately communicating something important 
to the people and powers of Jerusalem and Rome. When 
we see Jesus riding into town on a donkey, he is going pub-
lic with who he is. What does it mean to be a king riding 
on a donkey? What does it mean to follow such a king?

q
Open our eyes to see who Jesus is, for we would follow 
him. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

our kiNG CoMes

Mark 11:1–11

WedneSday, March 24, 2021
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Our Messiah King
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in 
the fields.

Mark 11:8

It’s an arduous journey to Jerusalem. From Jericho to 
Jerusalem, the pilgrims have climbed almost four thou-
sand feet in roughly fifteen miles. They stop at the 
Mount of Olives and look over God’s holy city, Jerusa-
lem. Jesus’ street theater begins.

According to the prophet Zechariah, the Messiah will 
first appear on the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:4), enter-
ing the city on the back of a colt (Zech. 9:9). But the 
most telling detail is the spreading of the cloaks and the 
branches. You don’t spread your clothing on the dusty 
and stony roads of the Middle East for just anyone. You 
do it for royalty. Neither do you cut down branches and 
wave them because you are happy and excited. You do it 
because you are welcoming royalty.

Jesus enters Jerusalem as a king. Jesus the Messiah  
enters the city not on a stallion but on a colt, an animal 
so small that Jesus’ feet pretty much skim the ground. He 
comes as a king who will lay down his life for his people.

“Hosanna! Save us now!” they cry. And he will.

q
Lord Jesus, we honor you as our messiah king. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

our kiNG CoMes

Mark 11:1–11

thurSday, March 25, 2021
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Our Silent King
Then those who went ahead and those who fol-
lowed were shouting, 
  “Hosanna! 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name  
   of the Lord!”

Mark 11:9

When a story is familiar, it’s tempting to rush through 
it. Slow yourself down by reading it three times, using 
your senses. Imagine what you can see, hear, touch, and 
smell. Become one of the characters: What do you notice?  
Approaching the biblical text in this imaginative way helps 
you pay attention to details you might otherwise skip over.

Did you notice the silence of Jesus? Once he sends the 
disciples off to get the colt, that’s it. He rides in the middle 
of that dancing and singing crowd and says not a word.

Traditionally we call this entry “the triumphal entry,” 
but it is not triumphant. For Jesus, it is an entry into suf-
fering and death. Jesus’ silence suggests his response, “Yes, I 
am the messiah who will save you, but not as you expect.”

Savor these stories so that we get the truth into our 
hearts that Jesus Christ is Lord. He is the one who saves 
us. But he saves us through his shocking death and his 
triumphant resurrection.

q
Slow us down, Lord, so your truth may enter us. Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

our kiNG CoMes

Mark 11:1–11

Friday, March 26, 2021
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Come Join the Parade
 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor  
  David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Mark 11:10

Just who are those people who cry out, “Hosanna!”—
that joyful cry of both praise and longing? We usually 
assume Jesus is happily greeted by the citizens of Jerusa-
lem. But the way Mark explains it, it is not the people 
watching the parade who sing and shout; it is the peo-
ple who are in the parade who are dancing and sing-
ing. In other words, the disciples are in a parade. Parade  
becomes a metaphor for the life of faith, a model for 
how we who follow Jesus should live.

Are you surprised? It is true that discipleship is  
demanding and requires courage. Yet the good news of 
Jesus Christ is just that: good news. At its core, our life 
with God is one of hope, faith, peace, and joy. Come, 
Mark says, come join the parade.

Tell the world that Jesus is riding into town. He is 
coming to all places of desperate need, the Prince of 
Peace with the power to heal, bringing God’s justice and 
ruling both heaven and earth.

q
O Lord, we shout for joy, for you have saved us. 
Amen.

Paddy Eastwood, Mission, British Columbia

our kiNG CoMes

Mark 11:1–11

Saturday, March 27, 2021
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Love Outpoured
“Truly I tell you . . . what she has done will be 
told in remembrance of her.”

Mark 14:9

We often say that love is expressed “in the little things,” 
through small acts of thoughtfulness or quiet kind-
nesses. The implication of this sentiment is that bold, 
romantic gestures play well on television but aren’t the 
stuff of true relationship. Yet here is a young woman, 
devoted to her teacher, who, days before his suffering 
and death, pours out an entire jar of ointment on him 
as a blessing—a grand gesture of what he means to her. 

It foreshadows, too, the day when Jesus will pour out 
the cup of blessing and promise at his Last Supper with 
friends; and a day later, he will pour out his life for all, 
in an act of love so bold that it will change the world for-
ever. Two moments of self-giving—one momentary, the 
other total—which, together, speak of God’s unbound-
ed love. In both, we find the basis of true relationship 
with God and with one another: giving of ourselves for 
others, in acts both great and small.

q
Let my love—in thought, word, and deed—make 
your love known, O God. Amen.

Andrew O’Neill, Riverview, New Brunswick

Gifts of GraCe

Mark 14:1–15:47

paLM Sunday, March 28, 2021
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Signs of Promise
See, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare;  
before they spring forth, 
 I tell you of them.

Isaiah 42:9

In the Gospel of John, the miracles of Jesus are called 
“signs.” They’re notable in and of themselves: feeding 
the hungry, healing the sick, returning the outcast to the 
center of community, reconciling relationships. How-
ever, when Jesus speaks elsewhere of signs of the times 
and things that “have come to pass,” our attention is  
directed toward a greater truth emerging in our lives 
and in the life of God’s people: the kingdom of God.

The kingdom, as Jesus describes it, is not a place or 
a time set aside for after, but the fulfillment of God’s 
promises of justice, peace, and love in our time and in 
our world. Their emergence in life (and life together) 
makes things new, brings transformation. To heal a bro-
ken relationship, to find fulfillment and purpose in our 
work, to seek peace through justice for the oppressed, 
and to restore the forgotten are signs of God’s promise 
and God’s kingdom made manifest.

q
Holy One, may I live as a sign of your promised love. 
Amen.

Andrew O’Neill, Riverview, New Brunswick

Gifts of GraCe

isaiah 42:1–9

Monday oF hoLy Week, March 29, 2021
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Seeds of a Future Harvest
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

John 12:24

When we’re talking about the “circle of life,” the idea 
that things must die in order for new life to take root is 
something we’re comfortable with. What is often not as 
comfortable to us is the thought of our own death. Even 
when we can point to a life well lived and enjoyed, it can 
be hard to face the inevitability of our own death.

Jesus prepared his followers for death through his own 
death. Had he escaped the evil that would misjudge and 
torture him, and eventually put him to death, he would 
in a way give that evil power to shape his life. Instead, 
he demonstrated love, strength, commitment, and trust 
in the fulfillment of God’s promises. These were things 
that even death could not overcome or erase. 

And now they remain, long after his death, giving life 
and hope to us and others. Our lives not only bear fruit 
now but also plant a seed for a future harvest.

q
God of life, set your love as a seal on my heart and 
strengthen me to live. Amen.

Andrew O’Neill, Riverview, New Brunswick

Gifts of GraCe

JohN 12:20–36

tueSday oF hoLy Week, March 30, 2021
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Glorifying God
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him.”

John 13:31

The way John tells it, Jesus seems complicit in his own 
betrayal when he says to Judas, “Do quickly what you 
are going to do” (v. 27). Yet to the disciples he says that 
God’s promises are about to be fulfilled. Perhaps at dif-
ferent moments, with them, we might have wondered, 
“Isn’t there another way?” 

Judas’s bargain is, itself, the result of wanting to find 
another way to force the Messiah to lead an army to 
topple the empire rather than die at its hands. Rather 
than see the vulnerable and innocent suffer in the midst 
of such violence, however, Jesus takes the suffering upon 
himself. It’s the hardest path but also the one that reveals 
the nature of God’s love.

At the cross, we’re faced with the brokenness and suf-
fering we all share, and the bargains we make to turn 
away from suffering are laid bare. Yet we are also invited 
to ask, “What would it look like for me to glorify God, 
to say ‘yes’ to God’s love, for myself and for others?

q
God of love, strengthen us to face what troubles us, 
and by your Spirit, heal us. Amen.

Andrew O’Neill, Riverview, New Brunswick

Gifts of GraCe

JohN 13:21–32

WedneSday oF hoLy Week, March 31, 2021
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