The Christmas Letters.

Lesson 1

Chapter 1 Good News: Looking Back to Look Ahead

Read Chapter 1 pages 1-32
Read Romans 1:1-7 on page 3

1. Reflecting on the past year, what advances do you think you have experienced in
your spiritual maturity?

INTRODUCTION:

1. Who is the author of our first Christmas letter?
[ J
2. Who was it written to?
[ ]
Why did he write the letter? (page 8-9)
4. What were the three points Paul used to share his core convictions about the way
of Jesus? Romans 1:1-3 and Romans 5:12-14)

@

ROOTED IN THE PAST

1. How does Paul remind his audience about the past?

2. How does Paul introduce Jesus to his audience?

3. Considering the passages from Isaiah in pages 12-14 in our book what was the
message the Israelites may have heard?

HANDEL’S MESSIAH

1. After reading the story of Handel’s Messiah, what was it about reading the Old
Testament Scriptures that inspired him?

UNDERSTANDING THE INCARNATION AS A HISTORICAL EVENT (page 17)

1. Why do you think it was important for Luke for us to know that Jesus was a real
person who encountered the world in a real moment in time?

2. Discuss the community and time in which Jesus was born. (Pages 22-23)

3. How would these circumstances have shaped his ministry?

CONFESSING THE WRONGS FROM THE PAST (page 25)
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1. Paul reminds us of the origins of sin through the story of Adam and Eve
a. Read Romans 5:12-14 on page 25 of our book.

2. How did Paul describe how sin operates I our lives? (top of page 26)

3. After reading pages 26 and 27, discuss how Jesus is the second Adam.
a. Hope
b. Grace

4. How do we receive the undeserved gift of grace from God?
a.

A Lesson from the Twelve Steps (PAGE 28)

1. What did you take away from this section after reading it?

A CHRISTMAS LETTER FORM GOD (Page 29)

1. What have we discovered?

a. Paul interpreted the arrival of Jesus through the expectant words of the

prophets.

b. We might see how God has been working I our lives I unexpectant ways.
c. We can be grateful for how our unique background informed who we are

today.

d. We are called to confess our sins and accept the free gift of grace that God

has given us in Christ.
CLOSING
Read the letter from God on page 31
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