
                        Worship on the Lord’s Day            
February 8, 2026                                               5th  Sunday after Epiphany                                     Eleven O’clock 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MINISTRY OF FRIENDSHIP -                          PREPARE TO WORSHIP  

     

PRELUDE                                                                New Every Morning                                                  Cindy Berry 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                             Psalm 112:1-4 

 

     Leader:  Praise the LORD. 

     People:   Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 

     Leader:  who finds great delight in his commands. 

     People:  His children will be mighty in the land; 

     Leader:  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

     People:  Wealth and riches are in his house, 

     Leader:  and his righteousness endures forever. 

     People:   Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, 

     Leader:  for the gracious and compassionate and righteous man. 

  

*INVOCATION 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE                                      What a Friend We have in Jesus                                                      403 

       

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Timeless God, you cast Light into sin's dark places and call us your Beloved.  Forgive us: when we linger in 

the shadows; when we treat others in hurtful ways; when we speak ill of your friends.  As he knelt in the 

waters of Jordan, you proclaimed Jesus as your Child, pointing to him as the way to you.  Forgive us: when 

we put ourselves ahead of him; when we think he is no longer needed; when we fail to see him in the broken 

of our world.  Baptized and blessed in your living waters, you would have us be your servants in our time. 

Forgive us: when we fail to welcome the stranger; when we refuse to forgive as we should; when we believe 

we are too good to kneel down and tie the shoes of the lost, the least, the last, the little.  In Christ, Amen.  

 

-SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION- 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON/GLORIA PATRI 

 

                                         Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

                     As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  A-men A-men. 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE                                                         The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you! 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                                    Isaiah 58:1-9a 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILDREN                                                                                               Rev Dr. Derek S. Marotta 

 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                       Congregational Response 

  

PRAYER RESPONSE 

                      More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee 

                      Hear Thou the prayer I make, on bended knee. 

                      This is my earnest plea; more love, O Christ to Thee, 

                      More love to Thee, more love to Thee! 

 
SOUNDS OF GRACE                                                Psalm 23                                                    Christian Paramedics                                                

                                                                                  

SCRIPTURE READINGS                                      Matthew 5:13-20                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                    

SERMON                                                                 “Half Right”                                        Rev. Dr. Derek S. Marotta 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under  Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again  from the dead; he ascended 

into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

GIVING OUR GIFTS TO GOD’S WORK   

 

                            Offertory                                    I Love You, Lord                                                            Laurie Klein 

 

                            *Doxology 

 

                                          Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below. 

                                          Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

                            Prayer of Dedication 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                                     My Faith Looks Up to Thee                                                                 383 

            

POSTLUDE                                                           Built on a Rock                                                          Franklin Ritter 

    

“This week where is God inviting you to be salt and light?” 

*BENEDICTION AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 

               Let the peace of Christ rule in your heart; let the peace of Christ rule in your heart, 

               And whatever you do, in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord. 

               Giving thanks, giving thanks to God, thro’ Christ, the Lord; 

               Giving thanks, giving thanks to God, thro’ Christ, the Lord. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Please stand, if able                               Song lyrics printed with permission                       CCLI license #2531791 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catawba Area Agency Food Pantry Dates (tentative) 

2/13/2026 Fishing Creek Baptist 1220 Springlake Rd., York, SC 

2/27/2026 Unity Presbyterian Church 303 Tom Hall St. Fort Mill SC  

 

If you have any information for next Sunday’s bulletin 2/15/26, please send it in by 9:00 am on Thursday 

2/12/26.  Church Office 803-328-1360 email bethesda@comporium.net 

 

Please schedule all activities of the church through the church secretary, who is in the office Monday- Friday from 

9 am – 1 pm.  The phone number is 803-328-1360 and the email is bethesda@comporium.net.  This includes 

committee meetings, use of church facilities, meeting space reservations, etc.  This will enable us to maintain an 

accurate church calendar and aid us in getting correct weekly information into the bulletin.  Thank you for your help. 

 
The Session requests that worshipers refrain from bringing beverages into the sanctuary.  Bottled water and cough 

drops are available in the narthex for an emergent need. 

 

Plastic Recycling- Our next bench has been ordered.  Please continue collecting “soft” plastics for another bench. 

 

Sunday Worship is available on the YouTube channel on our website.  www.bethesdapres.org Check the 

Bethesda website for updates, information, and family resources. 

 

Please help replenish our "Blessing Box” and Food Pantry.   Suggested items are non-perishable food items, 

inexpensive can openers, and small hygiene items.  (powdered milk, evaporated milk, saltine crackers, coffee, sugar, 

canned fruit, peanut butter, jelly, canned meat or pasta items, spaghetti sauce, pasta, small cereal boxes, etc). A basket 

is available weekly in the vestibule for donations.   There is also a basket in the Fellowship Hall for those who wish 

to make contributions at the Wednesday Night Dinners.  These items are used to fill the “Blessing Box”, distributed 

to people who request help through the Bethesda Benevolence Fund, and delivered regularly to local food distribution 

organizations.  Thank you for your contributions to this ministry. 

 

How Do I Contact My Pastor? 
Rev. Dr. Derek S. Marotta is available in the church office Monday – Thursday between 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.  
His telephone number for the Manse is 803-328-9338.  His cell phone number is 724-221-4491.  His email address 
is jdmarotta75@gmail.com and his blog is revmarotta.blogs 
 
 

 

 
                                                              December 2025          January 2026 
                                  Budget                 $   20,664                       $    20,304 
                                  Contributions     $   30,348                      $_   16,127_ 
                                  Remaining           $     9,684 +                   $       4,177 
  
 

 

                                             Remember in Prayer, February 8, 2026 
 

At Bethesda 

 

 Ruth Rawdon                    Bill Dover                                                                     

Anita Ferguson Buffolino                                             Frank Allen                                                                   

Ricky & Debbie Simpson and family    Jonathan Lauckner                                                    

Gene Cornwell (Mac)                                                   Margaret Moore                                                            

Hildegard Bell                                                               Eddie Smith                                                                  

Steve Dickson, Jr.                                                          Benny Coxton                                                               

Debbie Darby- knee replacement surgery 8/11/25        Eddie Allan Smith- hospital with respiratory issues                                   

 

Deaths- Family and friends of Claire Williamson 1/14/26 (1/17/26 11 am service Bethesda Presbyterian, burial 

                                                                                               Bethesda Cemetery) 

              Family and friends of Laura McKnight 1/23/26 

           

At Bethesda Child Development Center  

 

Cynthia Jackson, Dawn Westmoreland, Natalie Ashe, Jamie Baker, Julie Cornwell, Catherine Goodband, Madison 

Hartis, Emily Hopkins, Sarah Hunter 

 

In the Military 

Chase Davis, Zoe De Anda, Pierce Dewey, Sabrina Dollar, Gage Orr, Michael Wilkerson 

 

In the Community and Beyond 

 

Hildegard and Jim Bell’s granddaughter, lupus                   Johnny Rockholt (Faye’s son)                                              

Brittany, Wes & Whitley Teter (Linda’s granddaughter)    Cheryl Hughes- health issues                                               

Janet Osborne- breast cancer                                                Debi Dubard- treatment for cancer                                       

Tommy & Nell Harper (Sarah Childers’ parents)                Becky Shillington (Jim & Ernice’s daughter) chemo           

Kathy Miller (Todd Hagler’s mother)                                  Amber Love (Alberta’s friend) heart problems                    

Clayburn Barnett- esophageal cancer surgery 4/16/25        David McKeowen (Steve Childers’ friend)stage 4 cancer    

Sheri & Sarah Kimbrel- health issues                    Taylor Dover (Kelly Williamson’s niece) breast cancer     

Glenn Prange(3 yr old-leukemia)bone marrow transplant  Mark Williams (Donna Hagler’s brother) prostate cancer   

Ruby Ledford (David & Esther’s neighbor) eye issues       Bonnie Davis (Bill’s mom) breast cancer surgery 11/4   

Donna Parrish (Jim & Lisa’s friend) heart failure               Emma Joy Dover (Sarah’s 9 yr old niece)Type 1diabetes 

Charlie Ruffalo (Substation II owner) cancer                       

 

Bethesda Global Mission Partners:   The Matias Family in Brazil and Tito Palacios in Guatemala 

 

 

                  

              TODAY’S NURSERY WORKERS                          NEXT SUNDAY’S NURSERY WORKERS                                           

                             Sarah Childers                                                                   Tim and Sue Burns 

 

                                                                        FEBRUARY USHERS     

                                                      Lisa Percival, Steve Childers, David Chambers 
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                                                                           The BPC Calendar   

  

                          Sunday                               9:45 am  Sunday School  

11:00 am             Worship 

2:00 – 3:00 pm    Bible Buddies- Fellowship Hall 

2:00 – 6:00 pm Plentiful Harvest-Covenant Presbyterian Church 

3:00 – 4:00 pm    Youth- Fellowship Hall 

5:30 pm  Pickleball- Family Life Center 

 

                          Monday                                6:30 pm    Chime Practice- Music Room 

             

            Tuesday                                5:45 pm  CDC Committee- Session Room 

 

            Wednesday                            5:30 pm  Choir Practice- Choir Room 

     6:30 pm  Wednesday Dinner- Fellowship Hall 

 

            Thursday                                10:00 am  Morning Circle- Sunday School Building 

     4:00 pm  CDC Chapel- Sanctuary 

            

February 8, 2026 

While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, 

whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”      Matthew 17:5 

  

                                                                             Life of the Church 

 

WELCOME TO BETHESDA PRESBYTERIAN!  We are glad you’re here. We hope all here will feel at home, 

strengthened in your faith, and that the Lord will be honored as we worship Him and respond in discipleship.  If you 

have special needs, questions about Bethesda, need assistance, or need nursery services, please see one of our Ushers.  

If you are a guest who has been attending who is interested in becoming a member, we would love for you to see an 

Usher to discuss what it means to be a Presbyterian and a member of our church.  Bethesda is a congregation of the 

PCUSA. 

 

2026 FLOWER CHART is in the Narthex- sign up to place flowers in Sanctuary for Sunday morning worship and, 

if you wish info in the bulletin on that Sunday, notify Pat at 803-328-1360 or email bethesda@comporium.net by 

the previous Tuesday.  There will be a plate upfront for people to donate for the Flower Fund. 

 

Thank you note 

On behalf of Safe Passage, I am writing to express our gratitude and appreciation for your 2025 donation.  All of our 

services are provided free of charge, without regard to income, age, sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, English 

proficiency, and ability.  There is no way to express our appreciation for your support.  We are continually inspired 

by the generosity of donors like you, who answer the call to help survivors within our communities.  Your continued 

financial support will ensure that we continue to provide trauma informed, client-oriented services to individuals 

experiencing domestic violence, sexual violence, and child abuse/neglect. Thank you for supporting survivors of 

abuse and Safe Passage.                                   Sincerely, Adrienne Woods Executive Director Safe Passage, Inc.  

 

Bethesda will serve at Plentiful Harvest Kitchen today, February 8 from 2-6. You can come and help for an hour 

or two or the entire time. Make plans now to help feed our neighbors.  

 

Bible Buddies will be from 2-3 this Sunday and Youth from 3-4! Both in the fellowship hall.   Please let Laura 

Merritt know if they plan to attend!  Thanks!  

 

Chime Ringers Needed       

Easter is on April 5.  We will be starting chime practice on Monday, February 9 at 6:30 in the music room.  We need 

12 ringers so hope you can come join us.  If you have any questions, please ask me at larayneha@gmail.com, call 

or text me at 803-554-4705 or talk to me. LaRayne 

 

The CDC Committee will meet on Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 5:45 pm in the Session Room. 

 

The Church Secretary will be on vacation on Wednesday, February 11th.  Please leave a message 803-328-1360 

email bethesda@comporium.net 

 

Choir practice meets at 5:30 pm on Wednesday in the Choir Room. 

 

Wednesday Dinner this week at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

The Morning Circle will meet on Thursday, February 12th at 10:00 am in the Sunday School building. 

 

2026 Shepherd fold lists are available on the front pew of the church.  Please take one and check to make sure your 

contact information is correct.  If your contact information is not correct, please contact the Church office (803-328-

1360 or email bethesda@comporium.net).   If you would like to have one electronically, please contact the church 

office and one will be provided.  Your Elder should be contacting you in the next few weeks to ensure you know 

who to contact should you need church information or pastoral care concerns. 

 

We are purchasing a stand-alone columbarium for our historic Bethesda cemetery as another option for cremation 

remains. In this permanent above ground memorial, the cremation urns will be held in individual compartments 

called niches. The niches can hold up to 2 urns and will be the same cost as a single cemetery plot, which depends 

on one’s status. Currently our member cost is $600.00 ($900.00 for related to a member and $1200.00 for 

nonmembers as stated in the cemetery policy). If anyone has an interest, please let our cemetery representative, 

Bobby Walker or our church secretary know asap. You can help offset the cost for this columbarium by advanced 

payment for your niche. Also, this allows for free engraving on your niche if it’s done with the initial purchase of 

the columbarium, which will save you some money down the road. 

 

2025 Year end Contribution Statements have been mailed or placed in the mailboxes in the Church Office.  

Questions, contact the Church Office 803-328-1360 or email bethesda@comporium.net 

 

The Session has called a meeting of the congregation on Sunday February 22, 2026, immediately following the 

worship service for the purpose of receiving the Annual Ministry Report and to elect 4 members from the 

congregation to serve on the 2026 Congregational Nominating Committee (CNC).  The CNC is responsible for 

nominating individuals from the congregation to serve in Elder Class of 2029.  Nominations from the floor to serve 

on the CNC must have prior approval from the individual and the individual must be present.  

  

The Board of Trustees of the Corporation for Bethesda Presbyterian Church York, South Carolina has called a 

meeting of the corporation to immediately follow the congregational meeting.  This meeting will be for the purpose 

of presenting an annual report to the Corporation. 
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                                                                         SESSION 
 

 

  Class of 2026                                                   Class of 2027                                        Class of 2028 

  Steve Childers                                                  JonMark Marotta                                  Trudy Amick                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  Laura Merritt                                                    Jesse Merritt                                          Sue Burns 

  Linda Messer                                                    Lisa Percival                                         David Chambers 

                                                                                             

       

                                                             John Nettles, Clerk of Session 

 

    

                                                                 Todd Russell, Treasurer 

                                                        bethesdatreasurer@comporium.net 

 

 

                                                          SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
Superintendent…………………………………………………………………………… Esther Bailey 

Assistant ………………………………………………………………………………… Adam Cole 

 

 

                                 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CIRCLE 

 
Morning (First Thursday of the month 10:00 am – Sunday School Building)………….. Carol Hope 

 

 

                                                                          STAFF 

 
Pastor………………………………………………………………………………...  Rev. Dr. Derek S. Marotta 

 

Director of Christian Education……………………….……………………………... Laura Merritt 

                                                                                                                                        lsmerritt22@gmail.com 

 

Director of Music…………………………………………………………………….. LaRayne Hall 

                                                                                                                                        larayneha@gmail.com 

 

Secretary/Bookkeeper………………………………………………………………..  Pat Jones 

                                                                                                                                       bethesda@comporium.net 

 

Sexton………………………………………………………………………………… Donna Hagler 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
On-line 

Ministry support 
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